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The end of this rebellion was followed by four
years of internal peace, during which Henry con-
solidated his power, but there then arose another
impostor, far more dangerous than the first. Simnel
appears to have been merely a tool, but Perkin
Warbeck was possessed of considerable talent, and
gained credence all over Europe. There is now little
doubt that he was merely the son of a tanner of
Tournay, but the evidence is so clearly that of
partial witnesses that even at the present day there
are some who believe that he was, as he claimed to
be, Richard, Duke of York. And so it is not sur-
prising that at a time when the fate of the two
princes was shrouded in mystery, and in an age when
the critical faculty was not yet developed, the story
told by Warbeck should have been readily accepted.
He made his first appearance at Cork, but fearing
arrest at the hands of Henry's partisans, he soon
retired to Burgundy.1 Here, it is said, he met
Margaret accidentally, and was at once greeted by
her as Richard, Duke of York; and though this
story is probably untrue, its existence shows that
there must have been a considerable degree of
resemblance between the pretender and the prince.
In any case he was well received, and was acknow-
ledge?! as King of England, and the influence of the
duchess procured him a similar acknowledgment
from her relative, Maximilian, King of the Romans.
The outbreak of war between Henry VII. and France
induced Charles VIII. to invite him to Paris, where

1 There  is  some  doubt   as   to   whether  Warbeck's  first visit  to
Burgundy was before or after his visit to Paris.